What happens to
property in Indiana s:' Prosperity
when the owner

passes away without
a will or estate plan?

If someone dies without a will or estate plan, their property is
inherited collectively by surviving family members according to
Indiana’s state intestacy laws. In Indiana, the probate court is a legal
court that manages the process of distributing a deceased person’s
estate, including validating wills and ensuring assets are properly
transferred to heirs or beneficiaries. If a will is not administered
through a probate court, its instructions for asset distribution are
not legally recognized in Indiana. The deceased person’s estate is
then treated as if there were no will, and their assets are distributed
according to state intestacy laws rather than their wishes.

Indiana’'s Probate Process

The administrator settles all outstanding

Property owner passes away without a will
debts and taxes from the estate.

or an estate plan.

A surviving family member or heir files a After the administrator settles all debts/taxes, the
petition, which notifies the court of the death court then distributes all remaining assets to heirs
and starts the probate process. based on Intestate Inheritance Law in Indiana.

Then the court appoints an administrator to
manage the estate, outlined in the probate Final accounting report is submitted to the
order provided by the court. probate court.

The administrator then makes an inventory
of all assets within 2 months of the probate
order.

The probate court then closes the estate and
provides all heirs a statement showing the
assets, debts, and distributions.

Note: The probate process can take a year to settle.




