
Unmarried

Survivors Distribution of Estate

Children or
descendants of
children

Children split equally, if any children are
deceased but left offspring, the offspring is able
to receive their deceased parents share.

Parent(s) and
Sibling(s)

Surviving parents and siblings split equally, but
the surviving parent must have at least a ¼
share. If a sibling is deceased but left children,
the children split their deceased parent’s share
equally.

Sibling(s), no
parents

Siblings split equally, if a sibling is deceased but
left children, the children split their deceased
parent’s share equally.

Parent(s), no
siblings, no
nephews/nieces

Surviving parents split equally

Nephews/nieces,
no siblings or
parents

Nephews/nieces split equally, if a
nephew/niece is deceased but left children, the
children split their deceased parent’s share
equally.

Grandparents, no
siblings, no
nephews/nieces,
no parents

Surviving grandparents split share equally

Aunts/uncles or
children of
aunts/uncles
(cousins), no
grandparents, no
siblings, no
nephews/nieces,
no parents

The number of shares is determined by the sum
of surviving siblings of your parents plus the
deceased siblings of your parents who left
descendants. The shares of the deceased
siblings shall pass to their descendants per
stirpes. Per stirpes means that the inheritance
is divided into branches of the family tree. 

No
children/descend
ants, no
grandparents, no
siblings, no
parents, no
nephews or
nieces, no aunts or
uncles or
descendants of
siblings of your
parents.

The State of Indiana

Married

Survivors Distribution of Estate

Spouse,
parents, no

children
¾ to spouse, ¼ to parents

Spouse and
living

children 
½ to spouse, ½ to children

Spouse, no
parents or

children
All to spouse

Second or
subsequent
spouse with
no children,
children of

descendant

¼ value of the property after
liens and encumbrances to the

childless spouse, remaining
property to the children of the

descendant

How is
property in
Indiana
distributed
when
someone
passes away?

How is
property in
Indiana
distributed
when
someone
passes away?
If you die without a valid legal
will or estate plan, your property
passes according to Indiana’s
Rules of Intestate Succession
outlined in the charts.


